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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact: Bill Hanson

October 15, 2004

Attorney General candidate Rob McKenna today said attack ads against Christine Gregoire “lack integrity and are false”.

McKenna made the statement in a letter to the state’s leading law enforcement organizations after they challenged the content of billboards along I-5 in Pierce County.

The Washington Council of Police & Sheriffs (WACOPS), Washington State Patrol Troopers Association and the Fraternal Order of Police contacted McKenna regarding the billboards, which support his campaign for attorney general.  These ads imply Gregoire lacks integrity and honesty. All three organizations endorsed Gregoire for Governor based, in large part, on her past history as attorney general and her high degree of integrity and honesty.  McKenna’s campaign told the law enforcement organizations the billboards were financed by a third party and the campaign had nothing to do with them. McKenna sent the law enforcement organizations a letter backing away from the tone of the ads.

“Irresponsible campaign ads by organizations which are not accountable to voters and hide behind names not recognized by voters are disgusting to the public and our members”, says Bill Hanson, Executive Director of WACOPS.

Bob Thurston, President of the Washington State Patrol Troopers Association, says he is “fed up with unscrupulous attack ads”.

Jack Simington, President of the Fraternal Order of Police said he is “dismayed at the lack of integrity of some third party organizations.”

Addendum to follow (McKenna’s letter to Bill Hanson dated October 13, 2004)










200 Union Avenue SE, Olympia, WA  98501-1393 ( (360) 352-8224 ( Fax: (360) 352-5709 ( http://www.wacops.org


