














What Were They Thinking

Sleepy Suspect Found in Kennewick home

By Dori O’'Neal, Tri-City Herald Staff Writer

arly Sunday morning a burglary

suspect fell asleep on the job after

he allegedly broke into a Kenne-
wick home, pocketed some cash, then
decided to take a snooze on the victim’s
couch.

When the residents of the home in
the 8800 block of West Imnaha Court
woke up, they found the burglar still
snoozing.

Jack Casey Gunion, 21, of Rich-
land, claimed he mistakenly walked in
the front door of the home during the wee
hours Sunday, thinking it was a friend’s

place, Kennewick police reported.

However, police said the front door
was locked.

It soon was discovered that Gunion
actually gained entry to the home using
aladder to enter a second-story window
above the attached garage.

Police reports indicated the home-
owners, who were not identified, were
alerted to the home invasion by the odd
behavior of their cat, who woke them
about 5:30 a.m. scratching at the bed-
room door.

When the homeowner opened the

Police Work Can Stink

hings got really stinky Friday

night when a routine traffic stop,

which began in Kennewick and
ended in Pasco, pitted a showdown
between a skunk, a police dog and a
drunken driver who tried to elude
police.

A Kennewick police officer pulled
over Salvador Dias Vargas, 25, of Pasco,
about 10:30 p.m. for speeding on West
Columbia Drive in Kennewick.

As the ofhicer approached Vargas’
1989 Oldsmobile, the car sped off.

Vargas eventually headed over the
cable bridge into Pasco with Kennewick
police on his trail.

He pulled the Oldsmobile into a
parking area at the north end of the
bridge where he stopped the car and fled
on foot, leaving two passengers in the
car, police said. Pasco police and the

Washington State Patrol joined in the
foot pursuit, which resulted in the police
dog and at least two officers getting
sprayed by a skunk that was lurking in
the dark.

Despite the odorous attack, the K-9
dog stayed his course and cornered the
suspect who was hiding under a semi-
tractor trailer in the Port of Pasco.

Vargas, who was also driving with a

door, the cat barreled into the room and
hid under the bed, which was unusual
behavior for the feline, police said.

The homeowner then searched his
home and found the thief asleep on the
living room couch. Police were promptly
dispatched.

During the investigation, the home-
owner also discovered cash missing from
his wallet, which was the same amount
of money found in Gunion’s possession,
authorities said. Gunion wasbooked into
the Benton County jail on residential
burglary charges. %

suspended license, was taken to
Kennewick General Hospital where he
was treated for dog bites and later
booked into the Benton County jail on
charges of DUl and reckless driving. The
investigation of both incidents remains
open and police ask anyone with
information about either event to call

Crime Stoppers at 586-TIPS. *
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