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October 13, 2004

Bill Hanson, Executive Director

Washington Council of Police and Sheriffs 

200 Union Avenue SE, Suite 200

Olympia, WA  98501

Dear Mr. Hanson,

As the race for Attorney General draws to a close, I want to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Washington Council of Police and Sheriffs, and all of my friends in law enforcement, for their valuable support this past year.  As you know, protecting public safety and providing support to those who ensure public safety, are the top priorities of my campaign.  I am grateful to have the support of not only WACOPS, the Washington State Patrol Troopers Association and the Law Enforcement Administrators of Washington, but of over 35 county prosecutors and sheriffs statewide.  

The campaign is going well and I am confident of success in November, due in no small part to your support.  I am proud of the positive, issue-oriented campaign that I and my campaign staff have carried out statewide.  Unfortunately, there have been many examples of negative campaigning during the past year, on both the national and state level, and by candidates of both major political parties and their supporters. 

My reputation for honesty, integrity and loyalty is important to me.  Throughout this campaign, I have made it clear that I am campaigning for the office of Attorney General, not against anyone else, including the incumbent. I have also, as a matter of public record, stated that I have not and will not engage in any coordination with independent third party campaign organizations; to do so would violate the public trust.

I know that you and other members of the law enforcement community will stand with me in condemning attack ads which raise unsubstantiated claims of wrongdoing, or question the personal integrity of any candidate for public office, regardless of who that candidate is, and regardless of whose interests the sponsoring organization is purported to represent.  The billboard attack ads in Pierce County, insinuating that AG Christine Gregoire lacks honesty and integrity, are false. They were financed by a third-party organization that our campaign had nothing to do with.

Thanks again for your valued support in this election.  Together, we can make a difference, both in terms of the outcome and in terms of how the election is conducted.

Sincerely, 

Rob McKenna

Cc:
Rick Jensen, Governmental Relations, Washington State Patrol Troopers Association; Chief Scott Smith, Chairman, Law Enforcement Administrators Association; Jack Simington, Washington State Fraternal Order of Police

