SPD HISTORY BOOK – 2006 UPDATE

SPOKANE’S POLICE DEPARTMENT 1881-2006 A Tribute to the City


The SPD History Book Committee would like to take this opportunity to update you on the current status of your purchase of the SPD History Book.  What started out to be one book of about 250 pages with the first publisher has change dramatically over the past two and a half years. You will now be getting a complete and concise history book of both the Spokane Police Department and the City of Spokane combined into one book of at least 500 pages.  We have changed publishers and partnered with and hired Suzanne and Tony Bamonte Tornado Creek Publications.  In addition to the above book, you will be receiving a second book, included in the original price you paid, titled Spokane Police Department Photo Chronicles: A Tribute to Members – 2006.  This second book will be a yearbook-type format and be designed specifically for our law enforcement community.


Because of incomplete and conflicting historical accounts from Spokane’s various resources, our research for this book has turned into a major endeavor into the history of the department and city.  This project is a tribute to the city from the Spokane Police Department.  Consequently, this entire process will be a standing reflection on the integrity of our police department.  Many hours are being spent in researching aspects of Spokane’s history in the realm of law enforcement that has not been captured to this point in time.


The scope of this project has increased, and we are all committed to producing a high-quality product.  This takes time.  We plan to go to print sometime in 2007.  We are proud of the direction this is going.  Last year we added three new people to our committee as members and researchers:  Nancy Compau, historian, who recently retired from the Spokane Public Library Northwest Room; Doris Woodward, a local genealogist and historian; and Tim Hattenburg, a retired history teacher from Central Valley High School.


We appreciate your patience and apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused or for any misunderstanding that may have occurred in this process.  If you have any questions or positive support, or wish to contact us, please feel free to call the SPD History Book Office at (509) 363-8246.  Or if you have some time and would like to help us by organizing, filing, etc., please call our Chairperson, Susan S. Walker at this number.

Respectfully yours,

The SPD History Book Committee:

Susan S. Walker, Chairperson; Secretary/Treasurer, Spokane Law Enforcement Museum

Glen L. Whiteley, President/Curator Spokane Law Enforcement Museum

Tony & Suzanne Bamonte, Author/Publisher/Historians – Tornado Creek Publications

Rae Anna Victor – Author/Historian – SCSO Communications Supervisor

Kathy Panas – Civilian Employee/SPD Personnel 

Cliff Walter – Retired SPD Officer/Past President Spokane Police Guild

Jack Pearson – Retired SPD Officer

Dave & Coleen Prescott– Retired SPD Officer

Nancy Compau – Historian/Author

Doris Woodward – Genealogist/Historian

Tim Hattenburg – Retired History Teacher Central Valley High School

John McGregor – Retired SCSO Deputy

Amy Bragdon – Retired School Administrator

