We knew that we would face a budget battle this session and it has started early. It is not a good day for public safety. 
On October 27th, the governor released her list of Budget Reduction Alternatives. This was a list of proposals to fill a $2 billion shortfall in the 2011-2013 biennial budget. On the list was a LEOFF Plan 2 employer contribution cut of $15 million. Because the state only pays 20% of the LEOFF contributions, this would have been a $75 million hit to the pension fund. 

WACOPS reacted immediately and, in conjunction with the WSCFF and FOP, sent the attached letter to the Governor opposing the cuts and offering other money saving proposals to be considered instead. 

Our request went unheeded and today, November 21st, the Governor released her formal budget recommendations. This budget cuts the state portion of the contribution rates by $18 million. A $90 million raid of the pension fund. 
The budget proposal outlined today also includes a proposed increase in the sales tax. One of the purposes of this tax, which must be approved by the voters, will be to restore $41 million to the Department of Corrections. This budget savings was achieved by granting early release to prisoners and cutting back community supervision. 

The release of the budget today is just the first step in the process. The legislature will now come out with their proposals and negotiations will take place until a document can get 50 votes in the House, 25 in the Senate, and a Governor’s signature. 

A special session of the legislature will convene November 28th and we have our work ahead of us. WACOPS will be asking for support of the contribution rates set by the LEOFF 2 Board that keep the pension fully funded and we will continue to explore other methods of achieving the savings needed by the state The WACOPS Government Relations Committee and Executive Board will be in Olympia that week to assist Lee and Jamie in their lobbying efforts. 

We will continue to update you on our progress and may be asking for assistance in contacting your local Senators and Representatives. 

Jamie and Lee

