VA Education Benefits - Not Just for College! 


Do you currently have veterans in your training program? Are you looking to recruit former military personnel? The civilian community is looking for employees with the work ethic, technical training and teamwork skills that veterans possess. Many Law Enforcement training programs are currently approved for GI Bill benefits in the State of Washington. If your training program is not approved and you currently have a veteran trainee, we would encourage you to apply for approval. The record keeping is minimal, and The State Approving Agency is happy to assist you with the application process.
Most service members and veterans know that they can use their VA education benefits while attending a college or university, but most are not aware they can also use their VA benefits while participating in a State Agency Approved Apprenticeship or OJT Training program. Veterans can learn a skill, earn a full-time wage, and receive a GI Bill benefit check at the same time!

Apprenticeship and/or On-the-job training programs generally range from six months to five years. An apprenticeship is an industry-sponsored program that combines classroom study with hands-on training in a highly skilled occupation. Programs generally range between two and five years in length. Apprentices earn full-time wages while working toward journeyman status. While receiving your G.I. Bill education benefits, veterans are training, performing a job and earning wages. 

For a complete list of currently approved programs, check out the State Approving Agency website at: http://www.hecb.wa.gov/autheval/saa/appsaa.asp. If your Apprenticeship/OJT program is not currently approved, contact the State Approving Agency at (360) 753-7868 to learn how to get the program approved. 

Veterans generally have 10 years from date of separation to use their GI Bill Benefits (active Reserves may also be eligible). Call the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs at (888) 442-4551 to determine eligibility for benefits and to obtain an application. More information on the GI Bill (including monthly payment rates) is available on the VA Website: http://www.gibill.va.gov/.
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